SKETCH OF KIA GRAMMAR 
This is based on Mr Bourne's notes and MS Catechism. 

I. Alphabet 

1. Vowels: a, e, i, o, u. 

Consonants: r, 1; k,^, g, «; j; t, d, n; p, b, m; f, v; s, z; h. 

Sounds, g as ng in * finger,' g the Melanesian g (y), n as ng 
in * sing,' j very soft, d as nd, b as mb, z sometimes with slight 
d sound. 

2. Article 

2. Some words appear with the common article na: natnariy 
fish ; namihty bamboo ; nasaOy bamboo ; nahenay harbour ; nahorOy 
string; nagomoro^ darkness. Also m/wa, fruit, nehuy nose. 

The word ia also appears as an article: ia malaUy the village; 
ia ginitaUy the chief. 

3. Nouns 

3. There are the usual two classes, one with, the other 
without suffix pronouns. 

The word tei^ many, is used as a plural sign: td nonty men; 
tei paluhagUy my faults. Totality is shown by the word haro: 
legutau harOy all things; noni haro^ all men; nogu koakoa harOy 
all my sins. Some nouns of multitude are tnaruhuy a bunch, 
sude, a bundle. 

4. Pronouns 

4. Personal. Full forms used before or after the verb : 

Sing. I. ara, Plur. i incl. tgita,gtta. 

2. ago, I excl. gat. 

3. mani, mandni^ 2. gau. 

manenia. 3. tnaneri^ tnaneniray maneari. 

The prefix i may probably be used with the first and second 
persons, Mani is probably the word maney male, tniy this, ma, 
that, and in the plural n, m, shows the real pronoun. 
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Short forms used as subject: 



Sing, I. 
2. 


nay a, 
0, 


Plur. I incl. 
I excl. 


da. 
na. 




3- 


e. 


2. 

3- 


0, 

di. 




Short forms used 


as object 


after verb or 


' preposition : 




Sing. I. 

2. 


go- 


Plur. I incl. 
I excl. 


gita. 




3- 


i. 


2. 
3- 


di. 




In the third singular / appears to coalesce with the i 
verbal suffix. 


of the 



5. Pronouns suffixed to nouns in the possessive case: 

Sing. I. gu. Plur. i incl. da. 

2. u. I excl. mat. 

3, na. 2. mu. 

3. di. 

Few examples appear except with the possessives. 

6. Demonstrative. /«/, this, ma, that, iahiy this, ianihiy 
that. Also maneiniy this, manemay that, maneirUy these, maneariy 
those, used as personal pronouns. 

7. Interrogative. Hei? who? Hei nana uke na? who (was) 
his mother? hei babaolona? who is his name? 

Heve? what? Heve ta ke tetu legu na? what will rise again? 
The final na is interrogative as in Bugotu. 

8 . Indefinite. HarOy all ; sopakeikcy each ; tei^ many ; kehanUy 

one, the other. 

5. The Genitive 

9. The examples are insufficient, but the preposition na 
appears as in Bugotu ni: ka babaolona na heiy in whose name; 
tu na Gody son of God. 

The possessive nouns appear thus : 

Sing. I. wogw. Plur, i incl. noda. 

2. noUy no. I excl. nomai. 

3. nana. 2. nomu. 

3 . nodi. 

These appear sometimes with nouns where the Bugotu has 
the suffix pronoun : nogu suga or ta sugary my house ; nou sugUy 
thy house; nona rivay his work; nomai vadehe^ our umbrella 
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(leaf); ia noda hinagey our canoe; nomu hinag€y yoUF eanoe; 
nodi ukSy their mother ; kerana^ his wife ; kerau, thy wife ; keragUy 
my wife ; nogu uke^ my mother. 

6. Adjectives 

10. The adjective follows the noun when attributive, if pre- 
dicative it precedes: suga erita^ a beautiful house; ne erita suga 
iniy is beautiful house this. 

The adjective may be used as a verb. 

7. Verbs 

11. Transitive AND Intransitive, Examples are insufficient 
to show suffixes. But many transitive verbs end in «, and others 
in i preceded by a consonant : kuhuiy to wipe ; ufuty to blow ; 
tahoty to count; lopoi^ to roll up (Bugotu lopOy rolled up); 
tuufiy to cover 'yfadahiy to loose; karatty to bite; piatty to break; 
faetiy to choose; totogoriy to exchange. After those with^/, ni is 
added as in Bugotu joiginiy to bury {zoCy to dig) ; kahaginiy to 
desire; vtrigtniy to turn (Bugotu virty to twist); huramniy to 
smell. The suffixes lagi and vagi also appear with ni\ tupilaginiy 
to nail (Bugotu tupiy to nail); sisivaginiy to prove. 

12. Causative. The causative prefix is va: valemCy to make 
dead, kill; /erne, to die; vabeanagitUy sanctify us; beanUy holy. 

13. Reciprocal. Vari is prefixed as in Roviana: varituhuy 
to command; varigaruy to assemble together; varihuregiy to 
carry between two. 

14. Passive. There is no appearance of a passive prefix as 
in Roviana. 

15. Conjugation. The verb is conjugated for number and 
person by means of the pronouns. With these alone the time 
is indefinite. But particles are also used which seem to have 
little, if any, temporary force. Mr Bourne gives the verb koze^ 
to sing, as follows : 

Present Future 

Sing. I . ara na koze ara na a koze 

2. ago o koze ago na koze 

3, manenia e koze — — 
Plur, I inch igita da koze igita na da koze 

I excl. gai na koze gat na na koze 

2. gau o koze gau na o koze 

3 . manenia di koze manenira eavoki koze 
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In the text and phrases ne^ ke^ ta^ ne and mu appear. Ne is 
used in the third person alone but is apparently compounded 
with a and of the first and second persons as na and no. 
These particles are used in various combinations, 

Ne : ne tehi ia kumagi^ (^^^) many the yams ; ketuhu ne danava^ 
water is hot; ne dolt nodi uke^ (is) alive their mother; ara na 
fogara^ I am sick; no dokoy you are idle; no moho aUy you listen 
to me. 

Ke: hae ne ke kusu auna? where was first his dwelling? heve 
legutau da ke dorini na? what thing do we see? ne ke auina 
kalianau lito ravata, he stayed in the grave three days; heve 
oke vahogonai na ? what will you believe ? 

Ta : ka ravata wet ta ke hinae meha na? at time when will he 
again come? tinida ta ke tetulegUy our bodies will rise again; ia 
nana hinage ta luduru, his canoe has perished; tafa suga gilioy 
he stays house in ; hei ta vanigo na dolifoforu na? who will give 
thee new life ? 

Mu : heve mu seselebeana na? what is baptism (washing holy) ? 
ara mu a kusu holarahihinoy I shall first repent; ara mu a vaho- 
gonai Gody I will believe God; ka hahaolona na hei mu ta 
seselebeanaigo nay in the name of whom are you baptised; ara 
na ta haduina mu dolifoforUy I seek (a) life new. 

16. Negative. The negative particle \ska\ aka vohigUy I do 
not know; kehana da ka dorinigUy the other we do not see. 

17. Interrogative. This is expressed by na at the end of 
the sentence. As in Bugotu na is used with interrogative pro- 
nouns and adverbs : heve legutau da ke dorini na? what thing do we 
not see ? hae ne ta auna gatunai na? where is his dwelling now ? 

18. Mood. Imperative. No particle is used, or the short 
pronoun: tetu! stand up! hakisini suga nial shut door that! 
oguagi nia! do it like this! (Roviana^wa, like, so.) 

19. Subjunctive. The particle ^e corresponds to the Bugotu 
gi: tei nonira ne ke heve rani ge ne ke leme na? men (did) what 
to him so that he died? ne ke tupilagini ka ia heke falahata ge 
ne ke leme na, they nailed him to the tree cross so that he should 
die. 

8. Adverbs 

20. Interrogative. iTa raz;a^a Amo.? on what day? when? 
Hae? haio? where? haio ia hanana? where is the path? heve 
na heve? why? for what reason? 
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21. Time. Ga^w, to-day (future), ^afwro, to-day (past); ^a- 
tunaiy now; ftigOy to-morrow; noraUy yesterday; naoriha^ day 
after to-morrow \fugonaonhay in the future, hereafter, someday ; 
vatunanuy soon; nilao^ always; natOy already; kusUy at first. 

22. Place, ^/a mww, there ;/af5, above; ;sro^w, down; Aaw, 
i2iT\pijulUy round about; kainiy away. 

23. Manner, ETC. Fato, enough; ^og'^, like, as; Za/wa, only; 
ketuhu lamUy water only; eguay also, likewise; worn' Aaro eguuy 
all men also; w^e, yes; deOy no. 

9. Prepositions 

24. Simple. isTa, general relation, to, at, on; ka malau iniy 
into this world; ka ia hekCy on the tree; ka ago, from thee. 

Vay motion to: a vanigOy I give thee; a vaniy I give him. 

25. Nouns. KenUy before; legu, behind; pekanUy under; 
hoatanay in it. These show nouns as in Roviana and Bugotu. 
Kia leguna ia leme, Bugotu legugna na thehey after death. 

10. Conjunctions 

26. Iray and; bCy or. 

II. Numerals 

27. Cardinal. TahOy kaikcy one; paluy two; litOy three; 
rodanay four; gaohay five; onomoy six; vttUy seven; hanay eight; 
legahay nine; tazOy ten. 

* Eleven ' is tazo kaikegu. 

The tens are given thus: rada ktgUy twenty; litofuluy thirty; 
rodana navulUy forty; gaofuluy fifty; onomo navulUy sixty; vttu 
navuluy seventy; hana navuluy eighty; legaha navuluy ninety. 

Higher numbers are: gobiy hundred; togay thousand; vurOy 
ten thousand ; /?/i?n, hundred thousand; tahozeay a million. 

The numeral precedes its noun: lito ravatay three days, 

28. Ordinal. The ordinal is formed as in Bugotu by the 
causative prefix and the suffix na : ka valitona ravataoy on the 
third day. 

29. Interrogative. The interrogative is niha? how many? 
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